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The Navigators of NZ is a non-profit (and non-denominational) organisation that aims to help people find Good News for their life through 

the story and life of Jesus. We work with people in the areas of developing character, vision and practical skills so that they can follow Jesus 

in their everyday world. However, this is never just for their own benefit. We help people with the aim of them going on to also help others. 

The Navigators of NZ is also part of an international organisation - The Navigators ς which is involved in over 100 countries around the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΥ ƛƴŦƻϪƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊǎΦƻǊƎΦƴȊΦ 
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Introduction to the Backpack 
[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΧ 

¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-ǿƻǊƴ ŎƭƛŎƘŞΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

moment that life really is a journey. What would you need for the trip? 

[ƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǊƛǇΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ 

ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŀŦŜƭȅΦ !ƴŘ 

you would carry some of these things in a backpack. 

In our walk with Jesus through this life, there are some things that we will find helpful to know and 

to be able to do. The Navigator Backpack is a series of short studies addressing some of these things. 

It is divided into 3 sections: 

 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ 

caravan or a holiday home ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪΦ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 

They are best used when worked thǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΧ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

on the journey a little longer helping a newer traveller on the way. 

{ƻΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ .ŀŎƪǇŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

someone who could benefiǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴ ΨŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊΩ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

Whatever the case, give this a go, because this journey is just too important to make unprepared.  
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Things We Need to know 
As the name suggests, this section of the Backpack deals with things we need to know. What is the 

author of our journey ς God ς like? Where have we come from? Where are we headed? What sort 

of journey is this? How should we travel? What sort of travellers should we be? 

This section is divided into 3 parts, with each part having a number of short studies in it, as follows: 

 

Each study is 2 pages and we would encourage you to spend half the time looking at it by yourself, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΧ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

need each others help. 

{ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘΣ ǇǊŀȅΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻŦ ![[ will 

meet you to encourage, inspire and challenge you in significant ways. 

Enjoy! 

 

 

What God is like 

1 The God We Can Know 

2 The God of Power 

3 The God of Love and Grace 

4 The God of Peace 

5 The God who Knows Everything & is 
Everywhere 

6  The God of Holiness and Justice 

7 The God who is Faithful 

8     Summary 

What God is doing ς 
 Good News of Jesus 

1 Creation 

2 Fall 

3 Redemption - The BIG story 

4 Redemption NOW 

5 Future hope 

6 Summary  

What We are Called 
to Do 

1 Called to Follow Jesus 

н {Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ 

3 Discipling life to life 

4 With Generations in mind 

5 Summary 

Navigator Backpack 
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Things we need to know: 

7ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÌÉËÅ 
άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΧέ  

This is how our story, the Bible, begins. God was already present before anything happened, and He 

is there at the end of the story calling us into the future. From one end of time to the other, He is the 

LORD of ALL! 

Although God is beyond our reach, and we cannot by our own efforts understand who He is, He 

chooses to reach out to us, inviting us to know and relate to Him, the Maker of everything. He offers 

us eternity to know Him for only in the pursuit of Him will we find our ultimate satisfaction in life 
(John 17:3). 

Gaining this knowledge of God is worth every ounce of sweat and effort we can give, because more 

than anything else, it will shape how we see the world, how we see others, how we see ourselves 

and how we choose to live.  

tǎŀƭƳ псΥмл ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L !a DƻŘέΦ aŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

prayerful expectation that you will encounter the Living God, and as you do so, you will only become 

more alive yourself. 

The studies are as follows: 

1 The God We Can Know 
2 The God of Power 
3 The God of Love and Grace 
4 The God of Peace 
5 The God who Knows Everything & is Everywhere 
6  The God of Holiness and Justice 
7 The God who is Faithful 
8     Summary 
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© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know What God is like: Page 7 
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Things we need to know: 

What God is like 

 

1. The God We Can Know 
 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭΩ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 

investigation skills, but to really know someone, they need to be 

ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΧ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

are.  

The Bible paints a picture of a God who does just that with us. 

God longs to show us who he really is, and throughout the 

Scriptures we see a progression of God revealing himself to the 

world in a way that they can understand, building on the knowledge and experience of the previous 

generations. The story reaches its highest moment in the Gospels where God himself comes to earth 

in the person of Jesus, and through his death, resurrection and ascension the Lord gives us free 

access to know and approach him through his Spirit in us. This is Good News indeed! 

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Read through at least one passage from each bullet point below, and note down 

the things you observe about how God is revealing himself through: 

× The Bible ς 2Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:130 

× His Creation ς John 1:1-5, Psalm 19:1-4, Isaiah 45:18-19 

× His Own Chosen People ς Exodus 6:1-8, and Exodus 33:12-34:9 

× Jesus Christ ς John 1:9-18, Hebrews 1:1-3, John 14:5-14 

× The Holy Spirit living IN us ς John 14:15-21 and John 16:5-15 

× Our promised future with God ς Revelation 21:1-7 and 22:1-6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For I know the plans I 
have for you," 
declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, 
plans to give you 
hope and a future. 
Then you will call on 
me and come and 
pray to me, and I will 
listen to you. You will 
seek me and find me 
when you seek me 
with all your heart.  

Jeremiah 29:11-13 

 

Let us then approach 
God's throne of grace 
with confidence, so 
that we may receive 
mercy and find grace 
to help us in our time 
of need.  

 Hebrews 4:16 
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3ÏÍÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 

ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆȣ 

John 1:3 the message of God is 

woven into the very fabric of the 

universe. 

Exodus 6:1-8 As God comes and 

introduces himself to various 

people throughout the Bible, he 

continually builds on the 

knowledge of previous 

generationsΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

already revealed of himself. 

Exodus 33:15-23 God wants to be 

known but there needs to be a 

humble attitude in approaching 

the Lord for, in every way, he is 

more than we can handle. 

Hebrews 1:3: In Jesus we see, 

very tangibly, what God is like. He 

displays the glory of God and is 

the exact representation of his 

being. If we want to know what 

God is like, we look at Jesus.  

.ȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ DƻŘΩǎ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ƎƻŜǎ 

from being an outward or 

external relationship to an 

internal knowing and relating, 

closer than is possible with any 

other human.    

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ DƻŘΩǎ 

people now have unlimited 

access to Him.    Hebrews 4:16  

¶ In what ways has God revealed himself to you thus far in your life? 

When have you felt the most free to approach him? 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Read the additional thoughts in the box on the right. As you consider 

these points as well as your answers to the questions above, write 

down any thoughts you have been particularly struck by in terms of 

how God reveals himself so that we can know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Spend some time praying:  

Thank God for what you have learnt 

Ask God to help you put some of these learnt things into practice 

Ask God to help some of your friends know him better 

 

 

Thought to finish  
From start to finish, the Bible tells the story of God who searches for lost people (Gen 3:9) and longs 
for real relationship with us (Rev 3:20). But sadly, ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻƛǎŜΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳǎȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ regularly stops us from 
hearing and seeing the Lord of the Universe who is seeking us out. He calls tƻ ǳǎΣ ά.Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǘƘŀǘ L !a DƻŘέ όtǎпсΥмлύ ōǳǘ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ feel and respond (Mat 
13:13-15). Fortunately the Lord is persistent. He who raised Christ from the dead is able to give 
hearing to our ears, sight to our eyes, and feeling to our hearts so that we can see and know him. 
So, as the writer of Hebrews tells us:  

Ϧ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊŘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΧ {ŜŜ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another 
ŘŀƛƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ϧ¢ƻŘŀȅΣϦ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǎƛƴϥǎ ŘŜŎŜƛǘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΧ 
Ϧ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊŘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΧϦ  Hebrews 3:7-15 

Today is the day to respond to the One who wants to be known by us. How will you respond? 

  



© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know What God is like: Page 9 

Navigator Backpack 

Things we need to know: 

What God is like 

φȢ The God of Power 
 

Power is measured by how much strength, ability, control and 

authority you have. As we read through the Bible, it becomes clear 

that God has maximum amounts of all of these, and so we can rightly 

call Him the All-Powerful, Sovereign Lord. There is nothing that can 

defeat him or his purposes; he can accomplish whatever he wills to 

do.  

In all of this, however, he is no crazed and oppressive tyrant. Rather, 

he is motivated by love so that, not only is God all-powerful, but he 

uses his power for the good of his people! 
 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Read through some of the following passages, noting Řƻǿƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻΧ 

× ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

× How God chooses to use his power  

× What this power means both for his people and for those who are against him 

 

Psalm 33 

Exodus 14:29-15:18 

Isaiah 40:12-31 

Mark 4:35-41 

Ephesians 1:18-23 and 3:14-21 

Philippians 2:5-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

άΧŦƻǊ L ŀƳ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

is none like me, declaring 

the end from the beginning 

and from ancient times 

things not yet done, saying, 

Ψaȅ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

I will accomplish all my 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦέ  

Isaiah 46:9-11 

 

ά!ƘΣ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳ 

who have made the 

heavens and the earth by 

your great power and by 

your outstretched arm! 

Nothing is too hard for 

ȅƻǳΦέ  

Jeremiah 32: 17 
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άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [hw5Σ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ 

of all mankind. Is 

anything too hard to 

ƳŜΚέ              Jer 32:27 

 

Jesus looked at them 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴ 

this is impossible, but 

not with God; all things 

ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ 

Mark 10:27 

 

I can do all things 

through Christ who 

strengthens me.  

Philippians 4:13 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ L ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΧ 

× about me? 

× about others? 

× about life in general? 

 

 

 

 

¶ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 

know, write down any thoughts you have that particularly strike you in terms of God and his 

power.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Memorise a verse to help you remember how the God of power can help you in everyday 

situations. (For example, Philippians 4:13)  

 

Thought to finish  
God calls his people to be a part of his plan to free the world, and he gives them access to his power 

for the sake of this mission. But too often, ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǊŀǎǇ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

extremely limited by our fears. 

This was true for Moses. When God called him in the desert and sent him to 

Pharaoh to free the Israelites from slavery (Exodus 3), Moses first response was 

άWho am I (a nobody, desert-wanderer) to go to Pharaoh (the superpower of 

the world)?έ DƻŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ άL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳέ, and ultimately that would make 

the difference. Moses got there in the end, but it took him a while to trust God 

on this. 

That was okay for Moses, but what might the Lord say to us? ά!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ !ƴŘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ L 

am with you always, to the very end of the ageέ (Mat 28:18-20). Like Moses, we have been sent on a 

co-mission with God to free those around us from slavery. Like Moses, we receive the same promise 

from the God of all power: άI am with you ŀƭǿŀȅǎέΦ If the All-Powerful Lord is really with us and on 

our side in this, what difference should this make for us? How will you respond? 
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The LORD your God is with you, 
the Mighty Warrior who saves. He 
will take great delight in you; in 
his love he will no longer rebuke 
you, but will rejoice over you with 
singing."   Zephaniah 3:17 

Navigator Backpack 

Things we need to know: 

What God is like 

3. The God of Love & Grace 
 

God loves people. This love for us is wider, longer, higher and deeper than 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ-described in 

1Corinthians 13 (see box on the left). This love works itself out in Grace: 

the kind, open-handed, big-hearted, giving to others 

at a cost to self. Grace is the undeserved gift of God 

that is motivated by love, and this is at the centre of 

what God is like. He alone chooses to show love and 

mercy to those who are undeserving and have no 

merit, and apart from this grace of God we cannot not be 

saved. Amazingly, he chooses to show this love and grace to you and me!  

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Read through some of the following passages, noting down anything you see 

ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻΧ 

× the nature of love 

× ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ love and grace are given to people 

× what difference this love and grace makes for his people 

 

Psalm 103 

Isaiah 53 

Matthew 20:1-16 

John 1:14-18 

John 15:9-17 

Romans 8:28-39 

1 John 4:7-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonour others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love 
never fails.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
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¶ ²ƘŜƴ L ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ love and graceΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΧ 

× about me? 

× about others? 

× about life in general?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Lƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ƻǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜƭǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ and a 

recipient of his grace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Although my conscious mind may agree that God is loving and gracious, does my outward life 

demonstrate that he is? Take some time to think prayerfully about what I could change in my 

life to better reflect this reality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
In the business world, the market economy sets the rules, and the most basic 

rule is that you need to give something in order to get something. As they 

say, Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƭǳƴŎƘΗΩ  

.ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ is not the way. The rules to life 

are derived from the character of God ς of who God is ς and the most basic 

rule is love and grace. God continually takes the initiative to do good to us, not 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜ grace of God is a form of 

ǊŜŎƪƭŜǎǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

nice; rather, to be loving and generous is what God does, just because! It may make no sense to the 

business world, but it makes the world of difference to us. Does this make sense to you? 

άFor it is by grace 
you have been 
saved, through 
faith ς and this is 
not from 
yourselves, it is the 
gift of God ς not by 
works, so that no 
ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōƻŀǎǘΦέ  

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
άFor you know the 
grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he 
became poor, so 
that you through 
his poverty might 
become rich.έ  

2 Corinthians 8:9 
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4. The God of Peace 
 

Peace is more than just the absence of conflict. It is a total and complete 

state of well-being, a unity in relationship, a wholeness of fellowship.  

At the Creation of the world, the Lord took the formless and empty earth 

and created order, beauty and meaning out of the chaos. But as the first 

humans rebelled against God, the Fall sent humanity into a spin of angst, 

selfishness, war and guilt as they fought against God, against each other 

and against themselves. Only the God of peace could bring reconciliation out 

of the mess; only he could overcome this state of war with an everlasting peace that truly prevails. 

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Read through some of the following passages, noting down what they tell us 

ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ and reconciliation and any implications this has for the way 

we relate toΧ 

× God 

× Each other 

× Ourselves and our inner life 

 

Isaiah 9:1-7 (c.f. Matthew 4:12-17) 

Romans 5:1-11 

Romans 8:5-11  

Romans 12:14-21 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

Philippians 4:4-9  

Colossians 1:15-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

άPeace I leave with you; 
my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.έ  

John 14:27 

 
And the peace of God, 
which transcends all 
understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:7 

 
For he himself is our 
peace, who has made the 
two one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility 

Ephesians 2:14 
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In peace I will lie down and sleep, for 

you alone, LORD, make me dwell in 

safety.   Psalm 4:8 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;  

    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.  
11 

The LORD gives strength to his people;  

    the LORD blesses his people with 

    peace.   Psalm 29:10-11 

You will go out in joy  

   and be led forth in peace;  

the mountains and hills  

   will burst into song before you,  

and all the trees of the field  

   will clap their hands.  Isaiah 55:12 

But he was pierced for our 

transgressions,  

   he was crushed for our iniquities;  

the punishment that brought us peace 

was on him,  

   and by his wounds we are healed.  

   Isaiah 53:5 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give 

you peace at all times and in every way. 

The Lord be with all of you.  

2 Thessalonians 3:16 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be 

thankful.   Colossians 3:15 

¶ What do you think is the significance of WŜǎǳǎΩ death for our 

experience of peace? 

 

 

 

¶ Are there any recurring moments or situations in your life in which 
you experience a lack of peace? 

 

 

 

¶ Can you recall some time(s) when God has given you an 

experience of his peace in your life? What do you believe made it 

possible for you to experience this peace and how did it make a 

difference for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Memorise a verse to help you reƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

times you feel a lack of peace. (For example, Philippians 4:6-7, Matthew 11:28-30)  

 

Thought to finish  
tŜŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƴƻƛǎŜΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 

our lives. For too long, we spend time busily pursuing things that 

promise happiness and meaning όƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƧƻōǎΣ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΧύ 

but that leave us unsatisfied. In an unexpected way, the place where 

we find lasting contentment and well-being is through an execution: 

Christ brought us peace by way of his humiliating and excruciating lonely death on the crossΧ Ψōȅ Ƙƛǎ 

ǿƻǳƴŘǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΩ (Isaiah 53:5). He calls us to not waste our valuable lives chasing smoke and 

mirrors. Instead, ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ lean on him who disperses the fog and cleans up the clutter of our 

lives as he gives us the very real gift of His peace. But to receive this peace we have to let go some 

things that are dragging us in the wrong direction. What are you willing to let go of? 
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"Am I only a God nearby," 
declares the LORD, "and 
not a God far away? Who 
can hide in secret places so 
that I cannot see them?" 
declares the LORD. "Do not 
I fill heaven and earth?" 
declares the LORD.  

Jeremiah 23:23-24 
 

"Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of his glory."  

Isaiah 6:3 

 
Now all has been heard; 
here is the conclusion of the 
matter: Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this 
is the duty of every human 
being. For God will bring 
every deed into judgment, 
including every hidden 
thing, whether it is good or 
evil.  

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

 
"Look, I am coming soon! 
My reward is with me, and I 
will give to everyone 
according to what they 
have done. I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First 
and the Last, the Beginning 
and the End.  

Revelation 22:12-13 

5. The God who  

knows everything & is everywhere 
 

The opening line of the Bible tells us that God created the heavens and 

the earth. Not long after, the LORD of All got his hands dirty and 

created the first human being from the soil and breathed into the man 

the breath of life (Gen2:7). DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ 

at the Beginning. Rather, God continued ς and continues ς to keep 

everything going, including keeping people alive, moment by moment. 

He is ever-present with each one of us, whether from the past, the present 

or the future. He sees us, knows us, and is as close to us as every breath we take.  
 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Read through some of the following passages and the ones in the box on the 

left, noting down what they tell us about what God knows and where God is, 

and any implications this has for the way we relate toΧ 

× God 

× Each other 

× Ourselves and our inner life 

 
Job 28:12-28 
Psalm 139 
John 1:1-5 
Acts 17:22-28 
Colossians 1:15-20 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

e v e r y t h i n g  

e v e r y w h e r e  
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From that time on Jesus began 
to preach, "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come 
near."  

Matthew 4:17 

 
Because he himself suffered 
when he was tempted, he is 
able to help those who are 
being tempted.  

 Hebrews 2:18 

 
Keep your lives free from the 
love of money and be content 
with what you have, because 
God has said, "Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake 
you." So we say with 
confidence, "The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. 
What can human beings do to 
me?"  

 Hebrews 13:5-6 

 
 

¶ What is our response when we realise that God knows the secrets of our 

hearts?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Although my conscious mind may agree that God is always with me, does 

my outward life demonstrate that he is? What specific emotions, 

attitudes or actions might show that I am aware that God is with me? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Given that the Lord is always present and already knows all about me and what is going on in 
my life, how might this positively affect my prayer life? 

 

 

 

  

¶ In the busyness of life, it is too easy to forget that the Creator of the Universe is right there with 

you. Memorise a verse to help you remember thŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ Ƙis knowledge 

of you (For example, Hebrews 13:5-6, Isaiah 41:10, Psalm 139:23-24)  

 

Thought to finish  
¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ Ƙƻǿ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜre 

with him (e.g. John 8:29). So when Jesus ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ άMy God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?έ όaŀǘ нтΥпсύΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ IŜƭƭƛǎƘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ from the Father for him.   

That moment, however, opened up the possibility of a new closeness to the Lord 

for us. God sustains all life and so is already ever-present and all-knowing with all 

of Creation. But through Jesus, we can have a special relationship ς a family 

relationship ς with the Lord ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ΨŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΩΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ΨŜǾŜǊ for 

ǳǎΩΗ  He knows all the bad we have done, but loves us and stays with us anyway. 

Let us therefore make the most of this bond with our ever-present, ever-loving 

[ƻǊŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ in secret, on our own without his help and presence, 

because that makes for a lonely and Hellish ƭƛŦŜΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

us remember and realise that God is with us and is our Helper. With him on our 

side, ultimately nothing can go wrong.  

  

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άThe one 
who sent me is with 
me; he has not left me 
alone, for I always do 
ǿƘŀǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎ ƘƛƳΦέ  

John 8:29 

 
But now in Christ Jesus 
you who once were far 
away have been 
brought near by the 
blood of Christ.  

Ephesians 2:13 
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6. The God of Holiness & Justice 
 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia describes holiness in a 

general sense ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψseparation from all that is human and earthlyΩ. 

Lǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ψabsoluteness, majesty, and awfulness of the Creator in 

his distinction from the creature.Ω God really is separate, uniquely ΨotherΩ 

and beyond anything else we know.  

Holiness, however, ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊƴŜǎǎΩ ƻŦ God. It is a 

way of talking about the purity of the character of God, and this is 

something that the Lord Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƛƳ ŦƻǊΥ άBe holy because I, the LORD your 

DƻŘΣ ŀƳ Ƙƻƭȅέ (Leviticus 19:2). We can't resemble God in His ΨƻǘƘŜǊƴŜǎǎΩΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ reflect his likeness 

as loving, righteous and just people. 
 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
¶ Read through the following passages plus the ones in the box on the 

left, noting down what they tell us about holiness. 

Exodus 3:1-14 

Psalm 15 

Isaiah 6:3-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ If fear or reverence is the right ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΣ how 

might we express that? 

 

 

 

  

άIƻƭȅΣ ƘƻƭȅΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ 
hosts, the whole earth is full of 
Ƙƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΗέ Isaiah 6:3 
 
άL ŀƳ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
Iƻƭȅ hƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛŘǎǘΦέ       
Hosea 11:9   
 
άYou are to be holy to me 
because I, the LORD, am holy, 
and I have set you apart from 
the nations to be my own.έ   
Leviticus 20:26 

 
And a highway will be there; it 
will be called the Way of 
Holiness; it will be for those who 
walk on that Way. The unclean 
will not journey on it; wicked 
fools will not go about on it.  
                       Isaiah 35:8 

 
Therefore, since we have these 
promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and 
spirit, perfecting holiness out of 
reverence for God.      
                     2 Corinthians 7:1 

 
Make every effort to live in 
peace with everyone and to be 
holy; without holiness no one 
will see the Lord.    Hebrews 12:14 

 
But just as he who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do; for 
it is written: "Be holy, because I 
am holy."       1 Peter 1:15-16 
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¶ Justice is a deeply-rooted characteristic of the Holy Lord. Read through the 

following passages plus the ones in the box on the left, noting down what 

they tell us about ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ justice. 

Isaiah 42:1-4 

Isaiah 59:1-16 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Although my conscious mind may agree that God is holy and just, does my 

outward life demonstrate that he is? Take some time to think prayerfully 

about what I could change in my life to better reflect this reality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
²ƘŜƴ aƻǎŜǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ said Moses could see his 

goodness, but said he couldn't see the glory of ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ (Exodus 

33:18-23). Like staring into the sun, the pure brightness of the Holy Lord would 

be too much for him ς Moses would only be consumed by the overpowering 

fire.  

Like Moses, we too could not survive the overwhelming gaze of the Lord. But 

through Jesus, we have a mediator who makes relationship with the Lord 

possible. Through Jesus we enter the family of God and we start to take on the 

family likeness, with holiness and justice being foundational characteristics. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΩ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ς they are ways of seeing and living 

that affect every area of life. Yes, we regularly fall short, but this is no reason 

to give up. The Lord urges us onwards to be more Holy and Just because we 

are made for a higher calling; we are made for a better way of living and 

interacting with others. Therefore, let us not give up! Ψ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ 

Ŧŀƭƭ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΩ (Proverbs 24:16). Let us strive on!   

This is what the LORD says: 
"Let not the wise boast of 
their wisdom or the strong 
boast of their strength or 
the rich boast of their 
riches, but let those who 
boast boast about this: that 
they understand and know 
me, that I am the LORD, 
who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on 
earth, for in these I delight," 
declares the LORD.  

Jeremiah 9:23-24 

 
"I hate, I despise your 
religious festivals; I cannot 
stand your assemblies. Even 
though you bring me burnt 
offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept 
them. Though you bring 
choice fellowship offerings, I 
will have no regard for 
them. Away with the noise 
of your songs! I will not 
listen to the music of your 
harps. But let justice roll on 
like a river, righteousness 
like a never-failing stream!  

Amos 5:21-24 
 

Yet the LORD longs to be 
gracious to you; therefore 
he will rise up to show you 
compassion. For the LORD is 
a God of justice. Blessed are 
all who wait for him!  

Isaiah 30:18 

 
Your arm is endued with 
power; your hand is strong, 
your right hand exalted. 
Righteousness and justice 
are the foundation of your 
throne; love and 
faithfulness go before you. 
Blessed are those who have 
learned to acclaim you, who 
walk in the light of your 
presence, LORD. They 
rejoice in your name all day 
long; they exult in your 
righteousness.  

Psalms 89:13-16 

 
He has shown all you people 
what is good. And what 
does the LORD require of 
you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.  

Micah 6:8 
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ϋȢ The God who is Faithful 

 

Ψaŀƴȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘΚΩ 

(Proverbs 20:6). In our world today, there is no shortage of promises. Whether 

ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊǎΣ romantic suitors, ΨƘƻǿ-ǘƻΩ ōƻƻƪ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΣ ΨǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΩ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

plenty of people promising us something ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ƻƴΦ In 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎȅƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊȅΦ 

But when it comes to dealing with issues of eternal and ultimate significance, the stakes are too 

high; ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ The trouble is that we all have to believe something ς and 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ΨŦŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƛǘ ƻƴΦ {ƻ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΚ 

Who will you trust to fulfil what they promise? Joshua confronted the Israelites of his day with a 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΥ άIf serving the LORD seems 

undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serveΧ 

as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.έ (Joshua 24:15). Let us also 

positively answer this question and trust him, for ultimately he alone is 

faithful. 
 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
¶ Read through the following passages plus the ones in the box on the left and 

over the page. !ǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

some of the big ideas that come through? 

Joshua 21:43-45 

2 Corinthians 1:16-22 

Hebrews 6:12-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Joshua said, "Now I am about to 
go the way of all the earth. You 
know with all your heart and 
soul that not one of all the good 
promises the LORD your God 
gave you has failed. Every 
promise has been fulfilled; not 
ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦέ    Joshua 23:14 

 
Solomon ǎŀƛŘΣ άtǊŀƛǎŜ ōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
LORD, who has given rest to his 
people Israel just as he 
promised. Not one word has 
failed of all the good promises 
he gave through his servant 
aƻǎŜǎΦέ             1 Kings 8:56 

 
.ŀƭŀŀƳ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ .ŀƭŀƪΣ άDƻŘ ƛǎ 
not a human, that he should lie, 
not a human being, that he 
should change his mind. Does he 
speak and then not act? Does he 
promise and not fulfill? I have 
received a command to bless; he 
has blessed, and I cannot 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǘΦέ     Numbers 23:19-20 

 
ΨǘƘŜ [hw5 ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
and will have compassion on his 
afflicted ones. But Zion said, 
ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƳŜΦέ ά/ŀƴ ŀ 
mother forget the baby at her 
breast and have no compassion 
on the child she has borne? 
Though she may forget, I will not 
forget you! See, I have engraved 
you on the palms of my hands; 
ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΦέ 
 Isaiah 49:13-16 
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If we are faithless, he remains 

faithful, for he cannot disown 

himself.                  2 Timothy 2:13 

If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive 

us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness.   1 John 1:9 

May God himself, the God of 

peace, sanctify you through 

and through. May your whole 

spirit, soul and body be kept 

blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 

calls you is faithful, and he will 

do it.         1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

 

The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead 
he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to 
repentance.           2 Peter 3:9 

¶ God is faithful to what he promises, but does that mean our lives will be trouble-free? Read the 

following verses and note what is and what ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΦ 

John 12:27-28 

2 Corinthians 4 

Hebrews 5:7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Read Romans 4:16-25 and Hebrews 11. 

As people realise the reliability and dependability of the Lord, this has 

an impact on what they do and how they live. As you better understand 

the Lord's faithfulness is there anything about your life you would like 

to change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
In our world, there are too many random events happening beyond our 

control for us to be absolutely certain that we can deliver on our promises. 

Only someone with ultimate power over all time and space can do that, 

because they alone have the ability to guarantee outcomes. The Lord God 

has that power.  

There are many things hŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ς for example, being always healthy, 

wealthy, happy, treated justly and never lonely. Jesus was dearly loved by the Father and yet he 

never received promises of these things, but instead his life was marked by suffering. Should we who 

follow him expect any better treatment or different promises?  

But the Lord does promise to love us, to be with us, to be on our side, and ultimately to take us 

home to be with him. He sees the beginning from the end and has the power to deliver on these 

promises. And so weΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ say with the Apostle Paul, άI am convinced that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.έ (Romans 8:38-39). He is faithful and he will do it. Amen! 
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8. Summary 
 

Things to do/ Questions to consider 
Go back over the studies in this section and briefly note down the main new things you have learnt, 

or the things you already knew but have been freshly reminded of Χ 

- !ōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- !ōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God may have got your attention on one or two things you need to do as a result of going through 

these studies. You will have the best chance of succeeding in these things if you tell someone else 

about them and, if possible, if you practically plan when you will do these things.  

Write these things down somewhere that will help you to act on them! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
To be supreme in power, love and grace; to be the ultimate source of peace, 

ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΤ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΧ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

Lord, the Maker of all things seen and unseen. It is a humble privilege to 

begin to know him who with a dogged determination personally seeks us out for relationship. That 

hŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΧ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

called to follow the One who chooses to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Ephesians 

3:20). He is the Lord, and this is Good News. 

For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given, and the 
government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  

Isaiah 9:6 



 

Version 1  22 
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The life we live and experience is not some random coincidence of time and chance. Rather, we are 

part of a big story which is dominated by the relationship between God and mankind. Our story has 

twists and turns and promises a hope-filled future, but we have not yet reached the end ς we are 

somewhere in the middle of the story ς and so much hangs in the balance for us. 

It starts with God creating beauty, order and meaning out of nothing ς including the creation of 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳage. The story takes a tragic turn as these people rebel against God, 

ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨǿƻǊƭŘΩ ς one which is strongly afflicted with 

pain, separation and destruction. But God loves and cares too much to let things run their natural 

course at the hands of mankind towards ultimate obliteration. God enters creation through his Son, 

Jesus Christ. He lives among the people, he reveals God to the people, and he dies for the people. 

And just when it seems all hope is lost, Jesus overcomes death as he is resurrected to new life as 

King of all creation, and in doing so he opens a new way back to God. This is the centre of our story: 

the Good News of Jesus. This new life through Jesus begins now, but it is lived out in the context of a 

ΨŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘΩ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ hƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

no longer be death or pain or tears, but rather the dwelling of God will be with people. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀŎƪǇŀŎƪΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ themes or chapters of our story to help us 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƻ 

that we know how to live today.  

The studies are as follows:  

1  Creation 

2  Fall 

3  Redemption ς the Big Story 

4  Redemption ς NOW 

5  Future hope 

6  Summary  

  

Navigator Backpack 



© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know What God is doing ς the Good News of Jesus: Page 23 

Navigator Backpack 

Things we need to know: 

What God is doing ð the Good News of Jesus 

1. Creation 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΧ 

άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ earth. Now the earth 

was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 

ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦέ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мΥм-2 

The Bible starts out with God ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿŀǎ ΨŦƻǊƳƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƳǇǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ-architect-engineer, God set about creating beauty, order and meaning out 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƻǎΦ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ 

¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƪŜƴŜǎǎΧ {ƻ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Ƙuman 

beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God 

blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground." Gen 1:26-28 

 
The first man and woman lived in peace and harmony with themselves, with each other, with their 

environment and with God. And άDƻŘ ǎŀǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΦέ Gen 1:31 

God called them to work with him, and so although God made the garden, he gave responsibility to 

his co-ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ΨǿƻǊƪ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ DƻŘ 

made the animals, it was his co-workers job to name them (ς without names the animals would not 

be complete). In true power-sharing style, God gives people significant creative work to do that is a 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴ-going creative acts in the world. 

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider  
¶ Read through Genesis chapters 1-2 and Psalm 104. 

¶ bƻǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻΧ 
ü ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŀǎ ΨŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΩ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 

ü How power is used 

ü diversity and similarity 

ü how things are related together 
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If we are part of a universe that is more than time and chance; if there is a 

purposeful, loving, awesome (but invisible) creator behind it all, we would 

expect to have a sense of this from time to time. 

¶ Are there moments in the past when this sense has been particularly 

powerful for you? 

 

 

¶ In your day to day life, when do you most feel like someone created by 

The Creator? 

 

 

LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 

ƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 5b!Φ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎƘƛǇ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōƭƻŎƪΩ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ 

creating things. 

¶ What have you created lately? 

 

 

¶ What would you like to create? 

 

 

¶ Read the additional thoughts on Creation in the box on the right. As 

you consider these points as well as your answers to the questions 

above, note down one or two big ideas that have particularly grabbed 

your attention from this study. How might these ideas affect the way 

you live? 

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
We truly are fearfully and wonderfully made! (Ps 139:14) God created us 

as unique individuals of great value, and he calls us to the significant work 

ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏƻ-workers, participating with God in making a world that is 

beautiful, functional, well-balanced and relational. Although we now live 

in a fallen world, with awe and in humility, it is our responsibility to take 

up our calling of being GƻŘΩǎ Ŏƻ-workers in Creation. Random acts of 

beauty and creativity are not wasted! What will you create today? 
  

Some thoughts on 

#ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȣ 

¶ In Gen 1:2, the ΨŎƘŀƻǎΩ ƻǊ ΨŦƻǊƳƭŜǎǎ 

ǾƻƛŘΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ 

to create. When God begins, that 

chaos ceases to exist. 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ 

humans; most of Gen 1 shows the 

creation of non-human entities. And 

all that God made was 'very good' 

(1:31) - nothing is intrinsically evil. 

¶ God also uses things already created 

as a means to bring about further 

creations: e.g., the earth brings forth 

vegetation (1:11-12), and man is 

formed from dust while the woman is 

formed from the side of the man 

(2:7,22) 

¶ Lƴ нΥт DƻŘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻǘǘŜǊΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀȅ 

of the ground to form the first person; 

this is a Creator who gets his hands 

dirty. 

¶ .ŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ 

everyone, not just kings and 

ΨƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ; nor just 

Christians. 

¶ Rivers flow from Eden to give water to 

the world outside Eden (2:10-14), so 

when Adam and Eve are excluded 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ 

from a place full of blessing to one 

ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 

from total blessing to partial blessing. 

¶ In 2:15-17 God gives purpose (work 

the garden and take care of it), 

freedom (may eat from any tree) and 

limitation (except that tree). Purpose, 

freedom and limitation need to be 

held carefully in balance in order to 

live well. 

¶ male & female were given God's 

blessing and command to fill, subdue 

and rule the earth Gen 1:28 ς to God 

this meant working and taking care of 

it Gen 2:15 

¶ If everything is made by God, then a 

connection and affinity exists 

between all parts: people, animals, 

nature. 

¶ God was at work before the arrival of 

Israel (and us) onto the scene. Israel 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜΤ 

rather, God was already there to meet 

them (and us). 

¶ God is creator; everything else is 

created; everything and everyone is 

reliant on God. 
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Things we need to know 

What God is doing ð the Good News of Jesus 

2. Fall 
 

 

When God told Adam and Eve not to eat from one particular tree, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŘ ǿƘȅ 

they would die if they ate the fruit; that was just part of the deal. 

Then the snake approached and threw in a doubt. He said to the woman, ά5ƛŘ DƻŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ 
musǘ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩΚέ IŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƛŜΣ 
for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭΦέ Gen 3:1 
 
In essence, the serpent was askinƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ά5ƛŘ DƻŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ your 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΚ {ǳǊŜƭȅ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

dilemma: would they trust that God was doing things for their best interests or would they ΨōǊŜŀƪ 

ŦǊŜŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΚ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ-given limitation, and 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

ΨƭƛŦŜΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀƴǳŀƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ 

As soon as Adam and Eve had eaten the fruit, they knew they had done wrong. Their immediate 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ άthey hid from the LORD God among the trees of the gardenΦέ (Genesis 3:8). The 
next 3 chapters of Genesis (Genesis 3-6) tell the story of the falling apart of creation. The beauty, 
order and meaning that God created in life is marred by guilt, fear, shame, pain, anger, murder, 
vengeance and separation. Relationships fall apart as people struggle within themselves, with their 
interaction with others, with their abuse of the world and ultimately with their life with God. This 
ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ΨǎƛƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ sin got a foothold in the lives of people, there 
would be no going back.  
 

ά¢ƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀǿ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŀŎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The LORD regretted that he 
ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘΦέ Genesis 6:5-6 

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider  
¶ Read through Genesis chapters 3-4 and 6:1-8. 

¶ Note down any negative occurrences following on from the first sin  

(e.g. fear, sense of exposure, hiding 3:10).   
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¶ The New Testament also throws light on the universal effects of the 

CŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ΨǎƛƴΩΦ wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜ Řƻǿƴ 

some of the big ideas about ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎΧ 

Romans 6:23 

Romans 8:1-8 

Galatians 5:16-21 

Ephesians 2:1-3 

 

 

¶ In what ways or situations do you feel you most experience this 

ΨŦŀƭƭŜƴŜǎǎΩΧ 

ü as someone who creates chaos and brokenness 
(eg when cutting someone down to size with negative words) 

ü as someone who experiences chaos and brokenness at the hands 
of others 
(eg when my boss puts the blame on me for a mistake he made) 

 

 

 

 

¶ Read the additional thoughts on the Fall in the box on the right. Note 

down 1 or 2 big ideas from this and any ways this might affect how 

you think and act.  

 

 

 

Thought to finish  
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
beauty and love, that image was now fundamentally flawed. Regardless 
of how things looked on the surface, people were like buildings with 
corrupted foundations that one day would be found out. Sin had entered 
the world, and death was the ultimate result of sin (Romans 5:12).  And 
even when people wanted to do the right thing, they found it hard to do 
because sin was proving too powerful a force for them to control or 
master (Romans 7:15-25).  
The Fall ς into sin ς is a crippling disease that slowly kills us from the 

ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻǳǘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 

Good News.  

%ØÔÒÁ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÌÌȣ 

¶ Genesis 3 describes a setting 

whereby options are presented to 

ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ όōȅ ŀ ǎƴŀƪŜύΤ ΨŎƘƻƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ 

a God-given characteristic of 

humanity but it presents the 

opportunity to lead people away 

from God.  

¶ In considering what the snake said 

(3:5-7), they did not consult God or 

each other, but in silence merely 

thought about what the tree had to 

offer without obviously considering 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

¶ The description of the temptation 

in Genesis 3:6 matches a 

ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǿƻǊƭŘƭƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ мWƻƘƴ 

2:15-мсΥ ΨǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎŀǿ the fruit 

ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ όΨŎǊŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 

ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ 

όΨƭǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎΩύΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ όΨōƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΩύΦ 

¶ The snake said their eyes would be 

opened (3:5), which they were 

(3:7), and they now saw themselves 

and their world differently: naked 

and in need of external resources. 

Already they could not handle their 

new knowledge 

¶ The immediate fallout is broken 

relationship with God (hiding ς3:8), 

brokenness inside (fear and shame 

ς3:10), broken relationship with 

each other (blaming ς3:12) and 

broken relationship with their 

world (cursed is the ground 

because of you ς3:17) 

¶ Gen 3 describes the first sin, but 

that is not where it ends. The 

chapters following on from ch3 

show the process whereby sin 

infects everything and everyone: 

family relationships (conflict 

between Cain & Abel ς4:8), family 

structure (Lamech marrying two 

women ς4:19), inter-tribe rivalry 

(Lamech killing a man for wounding 

him ς4:23), the earth (being 

flooded in judgement ς6:7) and the 

cosmic sphere (the Nephilim 6:1-5).  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ΨŦŀƭƭΩ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

falling apart. 
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What God is doing ð the Good News of Jesus 

Matthew 11:28-30 ά/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊŘŜƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ  
 
Mark 10:45 άFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΦέ 
 
Luke 7:19-23  άWƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΚΩέΧ {ƻ όWŜǎǳǎύ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎΣ άDƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΥ ¢ƘŜ 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is 
anyone who does ƴƻǘ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦέ 
 
John 6:35 ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΦέ 
 
John 8:12 ²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻf the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
ƭƛŦŜΦέ  
 
John 10:11 άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƭŀȅǎ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ 
John 11:25-26 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ Anyone who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in 
ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŜΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  
 
John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.έ  

3. Redemption- the Big story 
 

 

As soon as Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they knew they had done wrong. When they heard God 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜΧ άBut ǘƘŜ [hw5 DƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΩΚέ Genesis 3:9. From 

ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǊ 

another were running away from him. 

God knew it was beyond the ability of humans to fix the problem, so he chose to enter into the 

world as a person, becoming like one of us, so as to heal and renew the broken humanity himself. 

Jesus Christ was God himself in human flesh. 

Jesus lived among broken people, and through his words, his actions and his presence he showed 

them that God genuinely loved them with a passion and that God would go to unfathomable lengths 

in order to restore the relationship with them. As a result, Jesus was killed on a cross by people filled 

with brokenness, but he passed through death and came out the other side, alive! He died for us and 

God brought him back to life, opening a new way forward for us. Jesus bore the consequences of our 

sins so that we could have life ς a new life in him ς that would begin now and would continue out 

beyond physical death into an eternal future.  

 

Things to do/ Questions to consider  
¶ Read through some of the following passages and summarise what Jesus says about himself. 
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¶ Read through the following passages and summarise what these New Testament writers say 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΧ 

ü John 1:14,18 

ü Colossians 1:9-22 

ü 1Peter 2:21-24 

 

 

 

 

 

Our response 

¶ Read through the passages in the box on the right and summarise 

what they say about what we need to do in order to receive this 

ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Χ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ Ǌequired in 

order to become a Christian?  

 

Thought to finish  
There is no special ceremony, no set words, no specific place you need 

to be. Rather, it is a heartfelt prayer in which we give up relying on our 

ƻǿƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 

there on our own and we need God. It is surrendering to the love of Jesus and allowing God to take 

his rightful place in our lives.  

This is the pivotal moment and centre of the Christian story, and the pivotal 

ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

death and resurrection we come out alive 

in the Kingdom of God. 
  

άHere I am! I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with them, and 
they with me.έ Revelation 3:20 

 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ άVery truly I tell you, 
whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has 
eternal life and will not be 
judged but has crossed over from 
death to life.έ John 5:24 
  
άYet to all who did receive him, 
to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to 
become children of Godέ John 1:12 

 
For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faithτand this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of Godτnot by works, so that no 
one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
 άRepent, then, and turn to God, 
so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may 
ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ Act 3:19 
























































































































































































