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The Navigators of NZ is a nprofit (and nondenominational) organisation that aims to help people find Good News for their life through

the story and life of Jesus. Wierk with people in the areas of developititaracter, vision and practical skils thatthey canfollow Jesus

in their everyday world. However, this is never just for their own benefit. We help people with the aim gbthg on to also help others.

The Navigators of NZ is also part of an international organisafidre Navigatorg which is involved in over 100 countries around the
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Navigator Backpack

Introduction to the Backpack

[ATS A& | 22dNySex

,S4az Aa®HYIIOBBOKSE odzi 0STF2NB NREfAy3a @2dzNJ SeSas
moment that life reallyisa journey. What would you need for the trip?

[A1S lye 3J22R ONALIE @2d2QR ¢lyild (2 (y26 6KSNB @20
G2 32 GA0GK @&2dz FyR 82dz2QR ¢lyd (2 KIFI@S GKS NRIKI
you would cary some of these things intackpack

In our walk with Jesus through this life, there are some things that we will find helgfabtwand
to be able todo. The Navigator Backpack is a series of short studies addressing some of these things.
It isdivided into 3 sections:

Things we need Things to help us Things to help us
to know relate to God relate to others

What Gods like Holy Spirit Sharing Faith

What God is doing

Good News of Jesus Prayer Mentoring

What We are Calle]l

to Do Bible Community

¢tKSaS addzRASa FNByQl SOSNRIOKAY3I @2dz YySSR (2 (1y2¢
caravan or a holiday homeA 1 Q& 2dzad | o O1 LI O1® bSAGKSNI I NB (K
They are best used when workedN? dz3 K 6A G K a2YS2yS St asSx ¥2N SELY
on the journey a little longer helping a newer traveller on the way.

{25 AT 22d200S 0SSy 2y G(KAa FHAGK 22dNySe | tAGGT
someonewho couldbenéfi FNBY &2dz2NJ KSfLJP ! yR AT &@2dz I NB FI AN
(N} 0SSttt SNDR &2dz GNHz&G YR RYANB FyR a4da38ad &2dz

Whatever the case, give this a go, because this journey is just too important to make unprepared.
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Navigator Backpack

Things We Need to know

As the name suggests, this section of the Backpack dealshivits we need to knowwWVhat is the
author of our journey; Godc like? Where have we come from? Where are we headed? \&trat
of journey is this? How should we travel? What sort of travellers should we be?

This section is divided into 3 parts, with each part having a number of short studies in it, as follows:

What God is doing What We are Called

WhatGodislike 504 News of Jesus to Do

1 The God We Can Know :
1 Creation 1 Called to Follow Jesus

2 The God of Power

2 Fall
3 The God of Love and Grace H {Syd G2 oS 22NJJSNE FT2N) D2RQ& YAYy3IR2

4 The God of Peace 3 Redemption The BIG story

5 The God who Knows Everything & s
Everywhere 4 RedemptiorNOW

6 The God of Holiness and Justicq

il

3 Discipling life to life

4 With Generations in mind
5 Future hope

7 The God who is Faithful

6 Summary 5 Summary

Il

8 Summary

Each study is 2 pages and we would encourage you to spendhéaifrte looking at it by yourself,
FYR (GKS 20KSNJ KFEF GFf{1{Ay3a Al GKNRdIdZAK gA0GK az2YS?
need each others help.

{2 LI SIFaS NBIFIRXZ LN} &> aAKFENB @2dzNJ t AFTS WWR 2LISy &
meet you to encourage, inspire and challenge you in significant ways.

Enjoy!
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Navigator Backpack

Thingswe need to know
AN Vd Pa N | [ ] V4 Vd AN
(EAAd A EO | E
LY GKS 0S8EAyyAy3d D2RX

This is howour dory, the Bible pbegins. God was already presdrfore anything happened, and He
is there at the end of the story calling us into the future. From one end of tinleet@ther, He is the
LORD of ALL

Although God is beyonour reach, and we cannot lpur own efforts understand who He ide
chooses taeach out to us, inviting u® know andrelate to Him,the Maker of everythingHe offers

us eternityto know Him for only in the pursuit of Him will we find our ultimate satisfaciiolife
(John17:3)

Gaining this knowledge of God is worth every ounce of sweat and effort we can give, because more
than anything else, it will shape how we see the world, how weosleers, how we see ourselves
and how we choose to live

talfY ncYwmnl yaR 81ays2 ax . BK 1Al Alf ! a D2Ré d al & &2dz SyidsS
prayerful expectation that you will encounter the Living God, and as you do so, you will only become
more alive yourself.

The studies are as follows:

TheGod We @n Know

The God oPower

TheGodof Loveand Grace

TheGod of Peace

TheGod who Knows Everythidgis Everywhere
TheGod of Holinesand Justice

TheGod who ig-aithful

Summary

0w N O U W N R
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‘ Navigator Backpack

Things we need to know:
What God is like

1. TheGod We én Know

. 2dz Oy tSIFNYy a2vy$S WSEGSNYylItQ ¥IF Oua

o0 2dzi |

investigation skills, but to really know someone, they need to be GQ ) [e
gAftAy3 G2 0SS 2Ly 6A0GK @2dxX (GKSe& ySSR A2 NBC

are.

The Biblgpaints a picture of a God who dogsst that with us.

God longs to show us wheheally is, and throughout the
Scripturesve see a progression of God revealing himself to the

world in a way that they can understand, building on the knowledge and experience of the previous
generations. Thetory reaches ithighest momenin the Gospels where Godiimself cometo earth
in the person of Jesuandthrough hs death, resurrection and ascension the Lord givesags

access to know and approacimhthrough his Spirit in usThis is Good Newsdeed!

Things to do/ Questions to consider

Read throughat least ongpassagdrom each bullet point belonandnote down
the things yowbserveabout how God is revealing himself through:

The Bibleg 2Timothy 3:1617, Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 119:130
His Creabn ¢ John 1:15, Psalm 194, Isaiah 45:189

His Own Chosen PeoptéExodus 6:48, and Exodus 33:124:9
Jesus Chrigt John 1:918, Hebrews 1B, John 14:54

The Holy Spirit living IN usJohn 14:181 andJohn16:515
Our promised futurewith God¢ Revelation 21:47 and 22:16

X X X X X X

For | know the plans |
have for you,"
declares the LORD,
"plans to prosper you
and not to harm you,
plans to give you
hope and a future.
Then you will call on
me and come and
pray to me, and | will
listen to you. You will
seek me and find me
when you seekne
with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:113

Let us then approach
God's throne of grace
with confidence, so
that we may receive
mercy and find grace
to help us in our time
of need.

Hebrews 4:16

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know
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1 In what ways has God revealed himself to you thus far in your life7——— . ~ - -
31T A OEI OCEO
AOCET T 1

When have you felt the most free to approach him? OABAI )

John 1:3he message of God is
woven into the very fabric of the
universe.

Exodus 6:8 As God comes and
introduces himself to various
people throughout the Bible, he
continually builds on the

1 Read the additional thoughts in the box on the right. As you consid anOWIedge oprevious

. . . generation® ' yR 2y §
these points as well as your answers to the questions abexit already revealeaf himself.
down any thoughts you have been particularly struck by in terms of

how God reveals himself so that we can know him. Exodus 33:123 God wants to be

known but there needs to be a

humble attitude in approaching
the Lord for, in every way, he is
more than we can handle.

Hebrews 1:3: In Jesus we see,
very tangibly, what God is like. H
displays the glory of Gaahd is
the exact representation dfis
being. If we want to know what
God is like, we look at Jesus.

. & NBOSA@QAY3 (K
LS2LX SaQ SELISNA
from being an outward or
external relationship to an
internal knowing and relating,

1 Spend some time praying: closer than is possible with any
Thank God for what you have learnt other human.
Ask God to help you put some of these learnt things into practice | s&, 4,48 27 wsad

access to Him. Hebrews 4:16

Thought to finish

From start tofinish, the Bibletells the story ofGodwho searches for lost people (GerB3and longs
for real relationship withus(Rev 3:20)Butsadly,i KS Wy 2 A & S Q reywarlygtajzNds froaa & A O ¢
hearing and seeing the Lord of the Universe who is seeking us out. H&caldz& > & . S ad At € |
GKIFG L !'a D2Ré otancYmno o0dzi G 2 Feel2ar® teSpgnd\atizNJ K S I NI
13:1315). Fortunately the Lord is persisteite who raised Christ from the dead is ablgiee
hearing to our ears, sight to oeyes, and feeling to our hearso that we can see and knowrh
So, as the writer of Hebrews tells:us
hb¢2RI &% AF &2dz KSINJ KA&d @2A08s R2 y20( KINRSy @&2dzN
you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that taraway from the living God. But encourage one another
REAfeés a f2y3 a4 AG Aa OFLftSR be¢z2RI&sh a2 GKIG ¥
h¢2RI &% AF &2dz KSINJ KA&d @pdawdS R2 y20G KINRSy @&2dzN
Todayis the day to respond to the Oneho wants to be known bys. How will you respond?

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know What God is like: d&e8



Navigator Backpack
Things we need to know:
What God is like

o d he (@d of Power

Power is measured by how mudhength, ability, control and
authority you have. As we read through the Bible, it becomes clear
that Godhasmaximum amounts of all of these, and so we can rightly
call Him theAll-Powerful Sovereign Lord.hEre is nothing that can
defeat him or lis purposeshe can accomplish whatevee lwills to

do.

In all of this, however,dis no crazed and oppressive tyrant. Rather,
he is motivated by love so thatpt only is God atbowerful, but he

uses his powefor the good of s people!

Things to do/ Questions to consider

Read througtsome ofthe following passages, notiig2 6y | Y@ U KAy 3 @&2dz 4SS 6AGK
x ¢KS SEGSyl 2F D2RQa L) 6SNJ
x  How God chooses to use his power
x  What this power meanboth for his peopleand forthose who are against him

Psalm 33

Exodus 14:295:18

Isaiah 40:181

Mark 4:3541

Ephesians 1:183 and 3:141
Philippians 2:8.1

aX¥F2NJ L Y D
is none like me, declaring
the end from the beginning
and from ancient times
things not yet done, saying
Waé O2dzyast
I will accomplish all my
LJdzN1J2 3 Sa o¢
Isaiah 46:911

4! KX [ 2NR D2
who have made the
heavens and the earth by
your great power and by
your outstretched arm!
Nothing is too hard for
e 2dzdé¢

Jeremiah 32: 17

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know What God is like: d&ye9
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x aboutme?

x  aboutothers?

dzy RENBZGSNE (K2 H2RRDEA

Al

x  aboutlife in genere®

T ¢l 1Ay3 Aydz

I 002dzy i 6KI G

8 2dz2Q@S

TRTSOF 4 XE [

of all mankind. Is
anything too hard to
YSKE  Jer32:27

Jesus looked at them
F'yR alFARZ &
this is impossible, but
not with God; all things
FNB LJ2&&Aof
Mark 10:27

I can do all things
through Christ who

strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13
audzRASR K

I K 2 dz3

know,write down any thoughtyou have thaparticularly stike youin terms ofGod and his

power.

1 Memorise a versdo help you remember how the God of power can help you in everyday
situations. (For example, Pipibians4:13)

Thought to finish

God calldis people to be a part ofifiplanto free the world and te giveshem access to is power

for the sake of this mission. Buttoo oftehS R 2 y Qi

extremely limited by our fears.

This was true for Mose®Vhen God callettiim in the desert and sent him to

Pharaoh to free the Isradis from slaveryexdus3), Mosesdfirst response was

O0Who am I(a nobody, desertvanderer) to go tdPharaoh(the superpower of

the world)Z D2 R

on this.

That was okay for Moses, but what might the Lord say todus?f
FYyR SENIK KI &

KStH @Sy

© navigators.org.nz

NB LJ A SR , and ultinatdlyfthatavSuld cnaka K
the difference Moses got there in the end, buttibok him a while to trust God

688y AAGSY

Things weneed to know

I dzii K2 NA G &

02

INF aL) GKS NBFEtAGE

27

2y
YS® ¢KSNBT2NE
am with you alvays, to the very endf the age€ (Mat 28:1820). Like Moseswe have been sent on a
co-mission with God to free those around us from slaverige Moses, we receive the same promise
from the God of all powerd am with you- £ ¢ | IEttée AllPowerful Lord is really with wd on

our side in thiswhat difference should this make for @dHow willyourespond?

What God is like:d&el0
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> ‘ Navigator Backpack

. i I Things we need to know:

3. TheGod of Love & Grace

What God is like

God loves people. This love for us is wider, longer, higher and deeper tha
68 OFy SOSNI 3ISi (2 (KS-ISfiBedBTS |

1Cointhians13 (see box on the left). This love works itself ouBmace

Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonour others,
it is not selfseeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always
trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love
never fails.

1 Corinthians 13:8

the kind, operhanded, bighearted, giving to others

at a cost to selfGrace is the undeserved gift of God
that is motivated by love, andhis is at the centre of
what God idike. He alone chooses to show love and
mercy to those who are undeserving and have no
merit, and apart from this grace of God we cannot be

saved. Amazingly ehchooses to show this love agdaceto you and me!

Things to do/ Questions to consider

Read throughsome ofthe following passages, noting down anything you see

gAOK NB3IIFNRa (2X

x  the nature of love
x a2YS 27F G(KS Iléve @ndgracetarde giverDi@ peapie
x  what differencethis love and grace makes foistpeople

Psalm 103
Isaiah 53
Matthew 20:1-16
John 1:1418
John 15:917
Romans 8:289
1John 4:721

© navigators.org.nz

Things weneed to know

The LORD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves. He
will take great delight in you; in
his love he will no longer rebuke
you, but will rejoice over you with
singing." Zephaniah 3:17

What God is like:d&yell
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x  about me? &For it is by grace
you have been

x  about others? saved, through
faith ¢ and this is
x  about life in general? not from
yourselves, it is the
gift of Godg not by
works, so that no
2yS Oly o
Ephesians 2:8

oFor you know the
grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich,
yet for your sake he
became poor, so
that you through
his poverty might

~ e - W v “ 7 7 « e A w b e rick «
T LY @eKIFIO glea 2Nl aAdudzZ aA2ya KI defdae 2 dz e?ggri%ians\g:gau
recipient of hs grac®

1 Although my conscious mind may agree that God is lovingyeamious does my outwat life
demonstrate that Ie is?Take some time to thingrayerfully about what | could change in my
life to better reflect this reality.

Thought to finish

In the business world, the market economy sets the rules, and the most basic
rule is that you need to give something in order to get something. As they
sayW¢ KSNBQa y2 &adzOK GKAy3a & I FNBS
.dzi Ay GKS 6 A33S N iNBotthie wdy.&Thezufes tb feR Q &
are derived from the character of Gaidfwho God i and the most basic

rule islove and graceGod continually takes the initiative to do good to us, not

0SOlFdzaS 6S RSASNWS AGI o0dzi oOPaddolizodisdformaid Ay D2 RC
NBEOlfSaa 3ISySNRPaArde (KO R2SayQli OFfOdd I (8 sKI
nice; rather, to be loving and generous is what God does, just because! It may make no sense to the
business world, but it makes theonid of difference to usDoes this make sense to you?

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know What God is like:d&yel2



Navigator Backpack
Things we need to know:
What God is like

4.TheGod of Peace

Peace is more than just the absence of conflict. It is a total and complet

state of weltbeing, a unity in relationship, a wholeness of fellowship.

At the Creation of the world, the Lord took the formless and empty earth
and created order, beauty and meiag out of the chaos. But as the first

humansrebelled against God, theallsent humanity into a spin of angst, (4
selfishness, war and guilt as they fought against God, against each other

and against themselve&nly the God of peaasouldbringreconcilidion out

of the mess; only le couldovercome this state of war with agverlasting peac#hat truly prevails

Things to do/ Questions to consider
Read througlsome ofthe following passages, noting dowrhat they tell us
I 6 2 dzii D 2 an@racoricilgatio@®l anyimplications this hagor the way
we relate toX
x  God
x  Each other
x  Ourselvesand our inner life

Isaiah 9:17 (cf. Matthew 4:12-17)
Romans:1-11

Romans3:511

Romans 12:1421

2 Corinthians 5:1421

Philippians 4.4

Colossians 1:133

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know

oPeace | leave with you;
my peace | give you. | do
not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.
John 14:27

And the peace of God,
which transcends all
understanding, will guard
your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7

For he himself is our
peace, who has made the
two one and has
destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall othostility
Ephesians 2:14

What God is like:djel3



f Whatdo you think ighe significance oS &dezihdbr our
experience of peack

1 Are there any recurring moments or situations in your life in whi
you experience a laalif peace?

1 Can you recall some time(s) when God has given gou a
experience of Is peace in your life®hat do you believe madé
possiblefor you to experience this peace andv did it make a
difference for yo@

ch peace. Psalm 29:14.1

In peace | will lie down and sleep, for
you aloneLorp make me dwell in
safety. Psalm 4:8

TheLorbsits enthroned over the flood;
the Lorbis enthroned as King forever

“TheLlorogives strength to his people;
the Lorpblesses his people with

You will go out in joy
and be led forth in peace
the mountains and hills
will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field
will clap their hands. Isdah55:12

But he was pierced for our
transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace
was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
Isaah53:5

Now may the Lord of peace himself giy
you peace at all times and in every way
The Lord be with all of you.

2 Thessalonians3:16

Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since asmiembers of one body
you were called to peace. And be
thankful. Colossians 3:15

' Memorise aversdo helpyour& SY6 SNJ ' YR Sy (iSNJ Ayi(i2 D2RQa&a LISI OS

times you feel a lack of peace. (For example jBtiins4:6-7, Mathew 11:2830)

Thought to finish

t SFOS Aa y2i 2daAad GKS 101 27
our lives. For todong, we spendime busily pursuing thingthat
promisehappinessand meaningg Y2y Seé> 22043 Of 2
but that leave us unsatisfieth an unexpected way, the place where
we find lasting contentment and welleing is througlan execution:

Christ bought us peace by way bfshumiliatingandexcruciating lonely deatbn the crosX Wo ¢ KA a
g2dzy Ra ¢S (kidshs) Hé SallstuSt®abwaste our valuable liveshasing smoke and

mirrors. Insteadg S QNB  AlgaddnliindVithodisgerses thdog and cleansip the clutter of our

lives as b gves us the very real gift of His peaBait to receive this peace we have to let go some
thingsthat are dragging us in the wrong directiofvhat are you willing ttet go of?

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know
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5.The God who
knows everything & Is everywhere

The opening line of the Bible tells et Godcreated the heavens and

the earth Not long afterthe LORDof Allgot his hands dirty and everything
created the first human being from the soil and breathed into the man =

the breath of life (Gen2:7p2 RQa ONB L U3 FYy > K26S O
at the Beginning. Rather, God continbeand continus ¢ to keep
everything going, including keepipgoplealive, moment by moment.

He is eveipresent with each one of us, whether from the past, the present

or the future. Hesees us, knows us, and is as close to us as every breath we take.

"Am | only a God nearby,"

decl the LORD, "and . . .
not 5 God far away? who | THiNgs to do/ Questions to consider

can hide in secret places s¢  Read througlsome ofthe following passagesnd the ones in the box on the

M . .
Lheaglérceasntnhc: EgeRtSé%o no left, noting downwhat they tell us aboutvhat Godknows and where God is,

I fill heaven and earth?" and any implications this has for the way we relatX to
dechres the LORD.

Jeremiah 23:224 X God
x  Each other
"Holy, holy, holy is the x ; ;
LORD Almighty: the whole Ourselves and our inner life
earth is full of his glory."

Isaiah 6:3| Job 28:1228

Psalm 139

Now all has been heard; John 1:15
here is the conclusion of thf Acts 17:2228
matter: Fear God and keep| Colossians 1:130
his commandments, for thig
isthe duty of every human
being. For God will bring
every deed into judgment,
including every hidden
thing, whether it is good or
evil.

Ecclesiastes 12:1%4

"Look, | am coming soon!
My reward is with me, and |
will give to everyone
according to what they
have done. | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First
and the Last, thd&eginning
and the End.

Revelation 22:1A3

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know What God is like:d&yel5



1 Whatis our esponse when weealise thatGodknowsthe secrets of our

hearts?

9 Although my conscious mind may agree that God is always with me, does

my outwad life demonstrate that b is? What specific emotions,
attitudes or actions mighshow that | am awaréhat God is with m@

From that time on Jesus began
to preach, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come
near."

Matthew 4:17

Because he himself suffered
when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are
being tempted.

Hebrews 2:18

Keep your lives free from the
loveof money and be content
with what you have, because
God has said, "Never will |
leave you; never will | forsake
you." So we say with
confidence, "The Lord is my
helper; | will not be afraid.
What can human beings do to
me?"

Hebrews 13:5%

1 Given that the Lord is always present and already knows all about me and what is going on in

my life, how might thigositivelyaffect my prayer life?

1 Inthe busyness of life, it is too easy to forget that the Creator of the Universe is right there with
you.Memorise a versedo help you remembethS [ 2 NRQa LINEB & Ssykidb@ledger (i K

of you(For exampleHelrews13:5-6, Isaiah 41:10, Rém 139:2324)

Thought to finish
¢tKS D2al)lsta GStf GKS aidz2NER 2F WwSa
aStdAy3a IyR (KSe O2YYdzyAOF (S K25

dzaQ tAFS 2y
OSNE Ofe2aSt

with him (e.g.John 8:29)So when Jes@NA S R 2 dzii  FNNE¥, niyfGSd, ihiNBade Fou  d
forsakenme® o6al i HTYncouoX AG 61 & | fioithef Father f&fnf A A K Y2YS

WS 4 dza Thaong & | That moment, howevempened up the possibility of a new closeness to the Lord
who sent me is with for us God sustainsldife and so is already ewpresent and atknowingwith all

me; he has not left me
alone, fa | always do

of Creation But through Jesus, we can have a special relatiorgshifamily

gKI G LX SIal relationshipcwiththeLordd K2 A a y20 2yfeé& WSGBNI Al

John 8:29

dza Bdknows all the bad wealie done, but loves us and stays with us anyway.

But now in Christ Jesu{ Let us therefore make the most of this bond withr ever-present, evefloving
youwhooncewerefar [ 2 NR® [ S { Qi sefrdtin olir Minwiihat his el Snd presence,

away have been

brought near by the | Decause that makes for a lonely and Helfish ¥ S® Ly ad Sl RZ

blood of Christ. us remember and realise that God is with us and is our He\igih him on our

Ephesians 2:13

side, ultimately nothing can go wrong.

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know
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6. 1he Godf Holiness & Justice

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaattiacribes holiness a

0 S AsgparatianKr&m aWthat is human and eartfly
R S a Odiddolaténass, in&jeSty nd awfulness of the Creator in
his distinction from thecreatureGodreallyis separate, uniquel\gtherQ

general sensé a
L G

and beyondanything

Holiness, bwever,R
way of talking about

something that the Lor® I £ f

elseve know

SAaONRO6SE Y2NB (KIGodRiga
the purity of the character of God, and this is

& dza Bdihdly Hedavse IFiige NORD gour

D2 RY I Yeuiki@2d2p\We can'tresemble God in HW 2 (i K S NY/ S & areflEct his tdkéness S O y
as loving, righteous and just people.
al2tes Kz2tesx K _ _ _
hosts the whole earth i full of | Things to do/ Questions to consider
KA & Z3shighblE HE . .
1 Read through the following passagass the ones in the box on the
aL Y D2R FyR left, noting down what theyell us about holiness.
l2f& hyS$S Ay &2
Hoea 11.9 Exodus 3:114
déYou are to be holy to me Psalm 15
because I, the LORD, am holy, Isaiah 6:37
and | have set you apart from
the nations to be my owa.
Leviticus 20:26
And a highway will be there; it
will be called the Way of
Holiness; it will be for those whd
walk on that Way. The unclean
will not journey on it; wicked
fools will not go about on it.
Isaiah 35:8
Therefore, since we have these
promises, dear friends, let us
purify ourselves from everything . . A L A _,, v x
that contaminates body and i If fear or reverence istheghtNS a LJl2y asS U2 hw2 RQa K2f A

spirit, perfecting hahess out of
reverence for God.
2 Cointhians7:1

Make every effort to live in
peace with everyone and to be
holy; without holiness no one
will see the Lord. Hebrews 12:14

But just as he who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do; fo
it is written: "Be holy, because |
am holy." 1 Peter 11516

might we express th&t

© navigators.org.nz
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This is what the LORD says|
"Let not the wise boast of
their wisdom or the strong
boast of their strength or
the rich boast of their
riches, but let those who
boast boastbout this: that
they understand and know
me, that | am the LORD,
who exercises kindness,
justice and righteousness o
earth, for in these | delight,"
declares the LORD.
Jeremiah 9:224

"l hate, | despise your
religious festivals; | cannot
stand your assemblies. Eve
though you bring me burnt
offerings and grain
offerings, | will not accept
them. Though you bring
choice fellowship offerings,
will have no regard for
them. Away with the aise
of your songs! | will not
listen to the music of your
harps. But let justice roll on
like a river, righteousness
like a neveffailing stream!
Amos 5:2124

Yet the LORD longs to be
gracious to you; therefore
he will rise up to show you
compassion. Fahe LORD is
a God of justice. Blessed ar
all who wait for him!

Isaiah 30:18

Your arm is endued with
power; your hand is strong,
your right hand exalted.
Righteousness and justice
are the foundation of your
throne; love and
faithfulness go before you.
Blessed are those who have
learned to acclaim you, who
walk in the light of your
presence, LORD. They
rejoice in your name all day
long; they exult in your
righteousness.

Psalms 89:136

He has shown all you peopl
what is good. And what
does the LORDagaire of
you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8

9 Justice is a deephpoted characteristic of the Holyord Read through the
following passages plus the ones in the box on the left, noting down what
[ 2 NRQusticd Yy G SNBald Ay

they tell us aboufi K S

Isaiah 42:14
Isaiah 59:116

1 Although my conscious mind may agree that God is holy and justdpes
outward life demonstrate that & is? Take some time to think prayerfully
about what | could change in my life to better reflect this reality.

© navigators.org.nz

Thought to finish
2 KSy az24aS$3

41 SR

i 2 saicMoseRaIRsealls I 2 NB
goodness, but said he couldn't sé® glory ofil K S

[ 2 NRQ&Eodus OS

33:1823). Like staring into the sun, the pure brightness of the Holy Lord would
be too much for im ¢ Moseswould only be consumed by the overpowering

fire.

Like Moses, we too could not survithee overwhelminggaze of the Lord. But
through Jesus, wkave a mediator who makeslationship with the Lord

possible Through Jesus we enter the family of God and we start to take on the

family likeness, with holinesad justice being foundational characteristics.
2 (0 2 dzatiley aHeNdByfs af Ideiggdaid@iving G G NA 6 dzd
that affect every area of liferes, we regularly fall short, but this is no reason
to give up. The Lordrgesus onwardgo be moreHoly and Justbecause we
are made for a higher calling; we are made for a better way of living and

¢tKSaS NB y

interacting with othersTherefore, let us not give upV ¢ K 2 dz3 K
0 A ¥o5\éhE24:18) Ke$ @s stihk @l S

Trtt asSgsSy
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v §he God who Is Faithful

Yalye OfFAY (G2 KIFI@GS dzyFTrAfAy3d t20@0Ss3
(Proverbs 20:6)In our world today, there is no shortage of promises. Whether
AlGQa L2t A0 A Okdnte dutorsW R dig2NTI W02 32NE 3 dzi K2 N& =
3SG e2dz 20SNJ F2NJ RAYYSND | Oljdzr Ayial yos
plenty of peoplepromisingus somehingl K+ & G KSe& R2yQlia f gF&a RSt ADBSNI
GKA&a OfAYIFGS AdGQa Sraeée FT2N)Jdza G2 060S02YS | Addat

But when it comes to dealing with issues of eternal and ultinséggeificancethe stakes are too
high)g S OF y Qi | F T 2 ThRtrolb® is th& wd a8 iaveRoéligve somethirand

a2YS82yST

GKSNB A& y2 WFSyO0SQ (2 LISNYEySydte &hil

Who will you trust to fulfil what they promiseJbshua confronted the Israelites of his dayhwat

Joshua said, "Now | am about td
go the way of all the earth. You
know with all your heart and
soul that not one of all the good
promises the LORD your God
gave you has failed. Every
promise has been fulfilled; not
2y S KI & Joshuakd:18 R

Solomora F A RZ Gt NI A
LORD, who has given rest to his
people Israel just as he
promised. Not one word has
failed of all the good promises
he gave through his servant
a2 &aSadéKings 8:56

FEFEY AaFAR G2
not a human, that he shad lie,
not a human being, that he
should change his mind. Does h
speak and then not act? Does h
promise and not fulfill? | have
received a command to bless; h
has blessed, and | cannot

OK Iy 3 SNunibérs:120

WiKS [ hw5s 02YF¥
and will have compassion on hig
afflicted ones. But Zion said,
G¢KS [ hw5 KI &

[ 2NR Kl & FT2NH?2
mother forget the baby at her
breast andhave no compassion
on the child she has borne?
Though she may forget, | will ng
forget you!See, | have engraveg
you on the palms of my hands;
@2dzNJ g+ ffa I NB
Isaiah 49:1316

jdzSaiAz2y 6KAOK O2 dz IRser@ng tie IORBseamS | &1 SR
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you wilKserve

as for me and my household, we will serve the LO@ishua 24:15 Let us also

positively answer thiguestionand trust him, for ultimately & alone is

faithful.

© navigators.org.nz

Things to do/ Questions to consider

fRead through the following passages plus the ones in the box on thankbft
overthepagel! & €2dz O2yaARSNI KAa GKSYS 2F D2
some of the bigdeasthat come through?

Joshua 21:435
2 Corinthians 1:1@2
Hebrews 6:120
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1 God is faithful to what & promises, but does that mean our lives will be troulpée? Read the
following verses and note what is amthatA &y Qi LINP YA &SR®

John 12:2728
2 Corinthians 4
Helrews5:7

 Read Romans 4:1% and Hebrews 11. If we are faithless, he remains
As people realise the reliability and dependability of the Lord, this hgsfaithful, for he cannot disown
an impact on what they do and how they li&s you better understand| Mmself 2 Timothy 2:13
the Lord's faithfulness is there anything about your life you would like |f e confess our sins, he is

to change? faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.1 John 1:9

17

May God himself, the God of
peace, sanctify you through
and through May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Chri§the one who
calls you is faithful, and he will
doit. 1 Thesalonians5:23-24

The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead

he is patient with you, not

Thotht to finish wanting anyone to perish, but
In our world, there are too many random events happening beyond our | everyone to come to

control for us to be absolutely certain that we can deliver on our promisgs!cPemance. 2 Peter3:9
Only someone with ultimate power over all time and space can do that,
because they alone have the ability to guatee outcomesThe LordGod
hasthat power.

There aramany things 8 R2 S&ay Q0 LINR Y &fér Sxardpie, b&ing alvagsihaalthg,2 NI R
wealthy, happy, treated justly and never lonely. Jesus was dearly loved by the &athget e

never received proises of these things, but insteaddhlife was marked bguffering. Should wavho

follow him expectanybetter treatmentor different promises?

But the Lord does promise to love us, to be with us, to be on our side, and @hintattake us

home to be wih him. He sees the beginning from the end and has the power to deliver on these
promises. And so Wi NE A ysgymwiihth&ApdsePaul,dl am convinced that neither death nor

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the futureamppowers, neither height

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Loi@Romans 8:389). He is faithful andéwill do it. Amen!

© navigators.org.nz Things weneed to know What God is like: d&ye20
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8. Summary

Things to do/ Questions to consider
Go back over the studies in this section and briefly note down the main new things you have learnt
or the things you already knew but have been freshly remindeX of

- 1 02dzi &82dzNBESE TX

- 1 902dzi e2dzNJ 62 N RX

God may have got your attention on one or two things you neatbtas a result of going through
these studies. You will have the best chance of succeeding in these things if you tell someone else
about them and, if possiblé, you practically plamhenyou will do these things.

Write these things down somewhere that will help you to act on them!

For to us a child is born, to u
a son is given, and the
government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be

Thought to finish called Wonderful Counsellor
. . Mighty God, Everlasting

To be supreme in power, love and geato be the ultimate source of peace raher. prince of Peace.

K2f AySaa |yR 2dzZGAOST G2 1y26 SOSNEI(KAY Isaahof|R

Lord, the Makenof all things seen and unsedhis ahumbleprivilege to

begin to knev him who with a dogged determinatiopersonally seek usout for relationship. That

hS aK2dzZ R t2@S IyR OFNB F2N) dza aSSya tA1S (22 Ydz

called to follow the One who chooses to do immeasurably more than all we ask or in@g#sans

3:20). He is the Lord, and ihis Good News.

Qi
wn
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The life we live and experience is not some random coincidence of time and chance. Rather, we are
part of a big story which is dominated by the relationship between God and mankind. Our story has
twists and turns and promises a hofitted future, but we have not yet reached the eqdve are
somewhere in the middle of the storyand so much hangs in the balance for us.

rf N

It starts with God creating beauty, order and meaning out of notlimgluding the creation of

LIS2 LX S Y I R &ge.ATke stDrg tRk@sia trdgi¥ turn as these people rebel against God,
OK22aAy3d G2 32 GKSANI 26y gohedwhithysRtrotyMEflicledwit@ § KS A NJ
pain, separation and destruction. But God loves and cares too much to let thingseitundkural

course at the hands of mankind towards ultimate obliteration. God enters creation through his Son,

Jesus Christ. He lives among the people, he reveals God to the people, and he dies for the people.

And just when it seems all hope is lost, Jestercomes death as he is resurrected to new life as

King of all creation, and in doing so he opens a new way back to God. This is the centre of our story:

the Good News of Jesus. This new life through Jesus begins now, but it is lived out in the dantext o
WFIFEEAYI FLINIQ 62NIR® hyS RIFHeX K26SOSNE D2R gAf
no longer be death or pain or tears, but rather the dwelling of God will be with people.

Ly GKAa aSOiAazy 2F (KS .the®ésloiciiaptars obodr@tbry to iedas] | 1
dzy RSNAR Gl YR 6KSNB 6SQ3S 02YS FTNRBY YR 6KSNB 6SQNE
that we know how to live today.

The studies are as follows:

Creation

Fall

Redemptiorg the Big Story
Redemptiorg NOW

Future hope

Summary

o 0o~ W N P
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1. Creation

¢tKS d02NB ¢S FAYR 2d2NESt @Sa Ay o

LY GKS 6S3IAyyAy3ad D2 ReafiNtow th&darthii K
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, a
GKS {LANARG 2F D2R ¢l & K2@SNAy3a 20SN) GKS 41 GSNA D

The Bible starts out with Gaglli K 1 Q&4 ¢ KSNB 2dzNJ ai2NE o6S3IAyad 2 SQN
SYLXié QX | y RarcHitécfer®yindery Goll $efiahoditicreating beauty, order and meaning out
2F GKS OKI2a0 1S (KSy ONRGYSR 2FF KAa ONBIGAR2Y ¢

¢tKSYy D2R alFARIXI b[SlG dzA YI1S KdzYly oSAyhA@ Ay 2dzNJ A
beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God
blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the @hgl over every living creature that moves on the

ground."Gen 1:2e28

The first man and woman lived in peace and harmony with themselves, with each other, with their
environment and with God. AniD2 R al ¢ Fff GKFd KS Kle®3yYl RS | yR
God called them to work with him, and so although God made the garden, he gave responsibility to
hiscog 2 N] SNE G2 Wg2N] Ad FyYyR GF1S OFNB 2F A0Q Ay 2
made the animals, it was his-@orkers job to name then(g without names the animals would not

be complete). In true powesharing style, God gives people significant creative work to do that is a

LJ NIi 2 F-goD@cRe&idie agts/in the world.

Things to do/ Questions to consider
1 Read through Genesis chaps 2 and Psalm 104.

1 b2GS R24y lyeiKAy3d @2dz 4SS 4A0GK NBIFNRa G2X
U ¢KS NIy3IS 2F +OGAQGAGASE GKFd D2R F&a WONBIG2ND A&
U How power is used
U diversity and similarity
u

how things are related together

© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know What God is doing the Good News of Jesus: P&



If we are part of a universe that is more thamé and chance; if there is a

purposeful, loving, awesome (but invisible) creator behind it all, we wol

expect to have a sense of this from time to time.

1 Are there moments in the past when this sense has been particular
powerful for you?

1 Inyour dayto day life, when do you most feel like someone created
The Creator?

LT 6S | NB
AyailiayOoid I a
creating things.

1 Whathave you created lately?

NEFGSR Ay D2RQ&
LI NI 2F 2dzNJ 5b!

AY Il 39
[0) S

1 What would you like to create?

1 Read the additional thoughts on Creation in the box on the right. AS
you consider these points as well as your answers to the questions
above, note down one or two big ideas that have particulgrabbed
your attention from this study. How might these ideas affect the way
you live?

Thought to finish
We truly are fearfully and wonderfully made! (Ps 139:14) God created {
as unique individuals of great value, and he calls us to the significakt w
2T 0 SAy avorkess Ppaticipatrd with God in making a world that
beautiful, functional, welbalanced and relational. Although we now live
in a fallen world, with awe and in humility, it is our responsibility to take
up our calling of beingBR Q &vorker in Creation. Random acts of
beauty and creativity are not wasted! What will you create today?

Some thoughts on
# OAAOEIT 1 8

fIinGen1:2, th&OKI 28 Q 2 NJ
PG2ARQ Aa GKS NI g
to create. When God begins, that
chaos ceases to exist.

fD2RQa ¢2N)] AayQi
humans; most of Gen 1 shows the
creation of noshuman entities. And
all that God made was 'very good'
(1:31) - nothing is intrinsically evil.

1 God also uses things already created
as a means to bring about further
creations:e.g, the earth brings forth
vegetation (1:1112), and man is
formed from dust while the woman is
formed from the side of the man
(2:7,22)

fLY HYT D2R WGKS L
of the ground to form the first person;
this is a Creator who gets his hands
dirty.

1. SAy3 YIRS Ay D2H
everyone, not just kings and
WA Y L2 NI |;yiaf jost LIS 2 LIt
Christians

1 Rivers flow from Eden to giveater to
the world outsice Eden (2:144), so
when Adam andEve are excluded
FNBY GKS 3JFNRSy
from a place full of blessing to one
G20rtte gAGK2dzi o
from total blessing to partial blessing.

1 In 2:1517 Godgives purposev(ork
the garden andake care of it),
freedom (may eat from any tree) and
limitation (excepthat tree). Purpose,
freedom and limitation need to be
held carefully in balance in order to
live well.

1 male & fenale were given God's
blessing angdommand to fill subdue
and rule the earth Gen 1:28to God
this meant working and taking care off
it Gen 2:15

1 If everything isnade by God, then a
connection andaffinity exists
between all parts: people, animals,
nature.

1 God was at work before the arrival of
Israel (ad us) onto the scene. Israel
RARY QG oNARy3I D2R
rather, God was already there to mee|
them (and us).

1 God is creator; everything else is
created; everything and everyone is
reliant on God.

© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know
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2. Fall

When God told Adam and Eve not to eat frome particular tree,
GKSNB gl a&a y2 SELXIFYFdA2y (GKIFIG OLFLYS 6AGK Aldd ¢KSE
they would die if they ate the fruit; that was just part of the deal.

Then the snake approached and threw in a dods.said tothe woma§ 5 A R D2 R NXBIFff& at
mudi Y234 SIG FNRY Féyal S NBRS A2y SiRG S Zak Srdg Qoke 2 (& | @ 3 VT
for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing

322R | GRS OAL D¢

In essence, the serpent was askin 1 KS 1jdzSaiA2yY G5AR D2RyoNSIffe 3IA
0SYSTFAUGUK {dNBfeée KSQa 2dzaid 1SSLAYy3I a2YSUKAy3 3I22F
dilemma: would theyrust that God was doing things ftineir best interests or would the? 6 NB I |

FNBESQ YR RSUSNXYAYS (GKSANI 26y 0 2-dneRlimiakiof,and ¢ KSe (
GKS O02yaSljdsSy0Sa oSNB RAalaliNRdzad ¢KSe LI OSR (F
WEAFSQ o6dzi GKS@ RARYDKS&KIRSRY Qi AYWMEANIDOKIREY Vi §az
O2dzf RYyQli RNAGS® ¢KSe (K2dAKG GKSe O02dA R R2 Al 2y

As soon as Adam and Eve had eaten the fruit, they knew they had done wrong. Their immediate

NE & LJ2 y a S theylhid froin hé GRD &od among the trees of the gardig@enesis 3:8)The

next 3 chapters of Genesis (GenesB) 3ell the story of the falling apart of creation. The beauty,

order and meaning that God created in life is marred by guilt, fear, shame, pain, anger, murder

vengeance and separation. Relationships fall apart as people struggle within themselves, with their
interaction with others, with their abuse of the world and ultimately with their life with God. This
FrLEftAy3 LI NI Aa 6 KI &ingotha Sotll i thSlived bf pebple, thikeeA y Q| Y F
would be no going back.

G¢KS [hw5 &l g K2g 3INBIG GKS gAO01SRySaa 2F GKS Kdzvy
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. The t&€gjRited that he
KFR YIRS KdzYly o06SAy3a 2y G(KS SlehhEi&k® | YR KAa KSI NI

Things to do/ Questions to consider
1 Read through Genesis chapterd 2ind 6:18.

1 Note down any negative occurrences following on from the first sin
(e.g. fear, sense of exposure, hiding 3:10).

© navigators.org.nz Things we need to know What God is doing the Good News of Jesus: P&tje



I The New Testament also throws light on the universal effects of th

Crftfz gKAOK Al OFffa WaiAyQo w
some of the big ideas abodtA y | Yy R dza X

Romans 6:23

Romans 8:8

Galatians 5:121
Ephesians 2:8

1 In what ways or situations do you feel you most experience this
WFILffSySaaax

U as someone who creates chaos and brokenness
(eg when cutting someone down to size with negative words)

U assomeone who experiences chaos and brokenness at the ha
of others
(eg when my boss puts the blame on me for a mistake he mad

1 Read the additional thoughts on the Fall in the box on the right. N¢
down 1 or 2 big ideas from this and any ways thighnhaffect how
you think and act.

Thought to finish
l'f 0K2dAK YIYylAYR ¢l a aGdAtft YIRS
beauty and love, that image was now fundamentally flawed. Regardleg
of how things looked on the surface, people were like buildimigis
corrupted foundations that one day would be found out. Sin had enter
the world, and death was the ultimate result of sin (Romans 5:12). Ar
even when people wanted to do the right thing, they found it hard to d
because sin was proving too poweréuforce for them to control or
master (Romans 7:185).

The Falt into sing is a crippling disease that slowly kills us from the
AYAARS 2dzi® 28QNB it AyFSOGSR

Good News.

e

1 Sill#

et 2Bt se\f1§"‘“e;,

Sfea shame &S ?‘:‘”\;%\r abuse &8 v
2 R N i

o
Dy
A N

What Gq

%POOA OET OCEOO

1 Geresis3 describes a setting
whereby options are presented to
GKS Kdzylya o6oe& |
a Godgiven characteristic of
humanity but it presents the
opportunity to lead people away
from God.

1 In considering what the snake said
(3:57), they did not congdt God or
each other, but in silence merely
thought about what the tree had to
offer without obviously considering
D2RQ& LINBKAOAIUA?Z

1 The cbscription of the temptation
in Genesi8:6 matches a
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1 The snake said tlireeyes would be
opened (3:5), which they were
(3:7), and they now saw émselves
and their world differently: naked
and in need of external resources.
Already they could not handle their
new knowledge

1 The immediate fallout is broken
relationship with God (hiding3:8),
brokenness inside (fear and shamse
¢3:10), broken relatiortsip with
each other (blaming3:12) and
broken relationship with their
world (cursed is the ground
because of yoa3:17)

1 Gen 3 describes the first sin, but
that is not where it ends. The
chapters following on from ch3
show the process whereby sin
infects everything and everyone:
family relationships (conflict
between Cain & Abej4:8), family
structure (Lamech marrying two
womenc4:19), intertribe rivalry
(Lamech killing a man for wounding
him ¢4:23), the earth (being
flooded in judgement6:7) and the
cogmic sphere (the Nephilim 6:3).
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falling apart.
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Things we needo know:
“ What God is doing the Good News of Jesus

3.Redemptionthe Big story

As soon as Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they knew they had done wrong. When they heard God
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another were running away from him.

God knew it was beyond the ability of humans to fix the problem, so he chose to enter into the
world as a person, becoming like one of us, so as to heal and renew the broken humanity himself.
Jesus Christ was God himself in human flesh.

Jesus lived among broken people, and through his words, his actions and his presence he showed
them that God genuinely leed them with a passion and that God would go to unfathomable lengths

in order to restore the relationship with them. As a result, Jesus was Killed on a cross by people filled
with brokenness, but he passed through death and came out the other side, ldévaied for us and

God brought him back to life, opening a new way forward for us. Jesus bore the consequences of our
sins so that we could have lifea new life in hintg that would begin now and would continue out

beyond physical death into an eternattre.

Things to do/ Questions to consider
1 Read through some of the following passages and summarise what Jesus says about himself.

Matthew 11:28304/ 2YS (2 YSz +tf &2dz ¢K2 |1
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
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Mark 10:45d¢For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
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blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the c
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Bless
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world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light (
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John11:226WS & dza a4l AR (2 KSNE &L AhygneiwioS
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing i
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John 14:8)esus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one col
to the Father except through mé.
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1 Read through the following passages and summarise what these New Testament writers say
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U John 1:14,18
U Colossians 1:92
U 1Peter 2:2124

Our response

oHere | am! | stand at the door
1 Read through the passages in the box on the right and summar and knock. If anyone hears my

what they say about what we need to do in order to receive this| Voiceand opens the door, | will

~ A o come in and eat with them, and
yse tA¥s Ay [ KNradu X they with meg Reelation3:20

WS & dzaVed truly Rtellgou,
whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be
judged but has crossed over fro
death to life€ John 5:24

dYet to all who did receive him,
to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to
become children of Gédohn 1:12

For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith and this is

f LYy &2dzNJ 26y K S| NI | y ﬁéquwgdmﬁ 5 not from yourselves, it is the gift| & g |

of God not by works, so that no
one can boastptesians2:8-9

order to become a Christian?

Thought to finish oRepent, then, and turn to God,

Th ) ial d ific ol so that your sins may be wiped
ere is no special ceremony, no set words, no specific place you out, that times of réresting may

to be. Rather, it is a heartfelt prayer in which we give up relyingon| 02 YS ¥ NE Yact&i& S |
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there on our own and we need Godidtsurrendering to the love of Jesus and allowing God to take
his rightful place in our lives.

This is the pivotal moment and centre of the Christian story, and the pivotal
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death and resurrection we come out alive _
in the Kingdom of God. N
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